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	It has been six months since Stephan Busch, the youngest son in the family, has moved to the farm to take over farming and wine making from his father Pat. A lot has happened in this time so we thought we would keep in touch via a newsletter for close friends and the loyal guests that we have gained over the years. Stephan was previously working for an international fruit and wine export company in Stellenbosch, so he joins the farm with much experience to offer. 
WINE NEWS

We started 2005 with a peculiar grape season. The strange weather patterns caused very slow ripening for majority of the grapes, which should make for very unique wines! Stephan, together with the aid of his winemaker friend Wade Metzer, harvested MERLOT, CABERNET SAUVIGNON, SHIRAZ and PINOT NOIR between February and March and these wines are now enjoying an extensive period of barrel maturation in the cellar.


The WACKY WINE WEEKEND in June was very successful with our cellar offering Gluhwein as a winter warmer and many guests trying our unique range of red wines for the first time! We look forward to next year’s line up and encourage you all to book way ahead of time should you want to stay on our reserve. 
Eager to release our new vintages, we decided to place our SHIRAZ 2002 and RUBY CABERNET 2002 on promotion. The Shiraz sells at R25 & the Ruby at R20 per bottle from our cellar. We look forward to releasing our next vintage of Shiraz in the coming months as this has had some time to mature in the bottle and promises to be something special! Good News for Rusticus lovers staying in Cape Town… you may now purchase our PINOT NOIR 2003 at Wine Concepts in Newlands! 

RUSTICUS VINTAGE CELLAR is open Mondays – by appointment only. 
Tuesday-Friday 9am – 4pm; Saturdays 10am – 2pm. 
If you are in the area please stop by for a cellar tour and tasting!
KLAASVOOGDS GAME RESERVE
We are very pleased to welcome Willem Barnard to the team as our new Game Ranger. He joins us with a great passion for the outdoors and we are confident you will enjoy a Guided Game Drive through the reserve with him. 
As winter is upon us, we have included a refreshment stop of tea, coffee or hot chocolate. This has become a firm favourite on cool mornings and afternoons to warm off any chills! 
Guided Game Drives are 1½ - 2 hours and take place at regular times on weekends. Alternatively, groups of 4 or more can book a drive anytime by appointment. 
PAT BUSCH PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE COTTAGES
Since the 1980’s, Pat Busch Private Nature Reserve has offered comfortable & affordable accommodation to nature lovers.  Not to mention plenty of extras such as hiking, fishing and swimming in our farm dams. 

We now also offer conference facilities and small team-building weekends to guests. Activities include: Chauffeured wine tasting tours of Klaas Voogds and/or Guided Game Drives with a cook-up in our lapa. All functions are completely customized, so should you be interested in putting an event together for a birthday, office or end of year function please get in touch with us. Jackie Bond and Lindi Broughton handle all booking enquiries on 023 626 2033.
Something to look forward to in future are two new luxury semi-self catering cottages on the reserve.  On completion these cottages will each sleep 2 couples in style with fireplaces, Oregon Pine furniture, French doors, reed ceilings, spectacular views and luxury spa baths.  Our building teams are working steadily to have these complete by summer. We’ll keep you posted…

WINE & FOOD FESTIVALS

Come and visit our RUSTICUS stand at the McGregor Country Tastes Festival 20 August 2005. The festival continues to grow every year and has much to offer in the way of great food, wine and some local arts & crafts. 
Alternatively, Robertson hosts its own Food & Wine Festival (VOEDSEL & WYNFEES) on 20-22 October 2005. This is a firm calendar favourite for many regulars at Pat Busch and the weekend fills up early in the year! 

JACKIE’S RECOVERY
As many of you are aware, Jackie Bond was involved in a terrible car accident over 10 days ago. She has suffered quite a severe concussion and will need some time to recover properly. She has been overwhelmed by the enormous amount of support she has received. On her behalf we would like to say thank you to all of you who have sent flowers and cards or spoken with her on the phone. She is in our thoughts and prayers and we wish her a speedy recovery! 
Until next time…
Pat & Karin, Stephan & Lindi, Andre & Jackie

