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7 December 1941, Pearl
Harbour. Anyone born on
this infamous day was
bound to have an inter-
esting life! And it was on
this day that young Pat
Busch opened his eyes
for the first time in
Frankfurt in war-torn
Grermany.

He duly attended high
school and then the Textile
College 1o qualify as a cloth-
ing lechmcian. After his ap-
prenticeship the lure of
Afnca could no longer be
resisted and Pat armived in
South Afrnica on 28 Decem-
ber 1964,

“I travelled on the Pen-
dennis Castle and picked up
13 kg,” laughs Pat. “And |
had to teach the English
waiters that | wanted whis-
key in the moming and not
toast and tea!™

Pat settled in Cape
Town and worked for Tru-
worths and later Foschini's
as a senior buyer for sports-
wear. And it was around
this time that he paid his
first visit to the Breede
River Valley.

He immediately fell in
love with the Klaasvoogds

arca and especially wath the
farm Bergplaas which then
belonged 1o Mr Johannes
Conradie.

“I hiked the farmers and
did a quick course in Afn-
kaans so that | could have
an idea of what was going
on,” says Pat. But it would
be a while before he could
settle down in the Valley.

A business opportunity
in Singapore came up and
was oo good to refuse.

Pat and his wife Karin
spent the next two years
away and on their return in
1985 finally moved to
Bergplaas.

*l love the area,” says
Pat. “The wvalleys, the
mountain and the sky. And
there are proteas that only
grow in the Klaasvoogds
area”™

The farm extends over
some | 80O hectares and
goes night to the top of the

. And it is here
that the Pat Busch Private
Nature Reserve was estab-
hished a few years ago.

But. Pat is also a wine-
farmer and last weekend
savoured that exciting mo-
ment when his first wines
ever were bottled.
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Pinotage. His first wines were bottled last week-
end.

The wines will be sold
under the Rusticus label.
“The first sentence in Latin
I ever learnt was "rusticus
aral’, meaning “the farmer
ploughs’. | always wanted
to make a wine with that
name.”

Pat feels that the Breede
River Valley has a great fu-
ture.

“We have fantastic peo-
ple. a wonderful place w0
live and the best winemakers
in the country, What more
do you wam?"



